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UNCLAS ROME 10052 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUB J : CONSTITUTIONAL COURT UPHOLDS CONSTITUTIONALITY OF 
LOCKHEED PROCEEDING 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT, ITALY'S HIGHEST JUDICIAL BODY, 

ISSUED A BRIEF STATEMENT ON JUNE 16 IN WHICH IT ANNOUNCED 

THAT A DEFENSE MOTION WHICH CHALLENGED THE CONSTITUTIONALITY 

OF THE LAW UNDER WHICH THE LOCKHEED CASE IS BEING TRIED 

HAD BEEN DENIED. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS FOR FOUR NON-PARLIAMENTARIAN 

DEFENDANTS WHO ARE TO BE TRIED IN THECONSTITUTIONAL COURT 

ALONG WITH EX-MINISTERS GUI AND TANASSI MAINTAINED THAT THEIR 

CLIENTS' CONSITUTIONAL RIGHTS ARE BEING VIOLATED BECAUSE THEY 

ARE BEING TRIED IN THE HIGHEST COURT IN THE LAND AND THEREFORE 

CANNOT APPEAL THE VERDICT. HAD THE MOTION FOR A SEPARATE 

TRIAL FOR THE NON PARLIAMENTARIAN DEFENDANTS BEEN GRANTED, 

IT WOULD HAVE MADE THE HEARING OF THE LOCKHEED CASE MUCH MORE 
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DIFFICULT DUE TO PROBLEMS CREATED BY THE PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
COMMITTEE AND THE FATE OF CASES CURRENTLY BEFORE THAT BODY. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN HEARINGS 
ON THE LOCKHEED CASE SOMETIME IN THE FALL.GARDNER 
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